prepared to make considerable concessions in order
to try and reach a settlement but it ultimately proved
impossible to close the remainder of the gap between
the parties and so no agreement could be concluded.
Since no agreement has been reached we feel that it
is our duty to put forward what we consider are the
best arrangements possible to ensure a speedy setting
up of the new constitution. This statement is made
with the full approval of His Majesty's Government
in the United Kingdom.
3. We have accordingly decided that immediate
arrangements should be made whereby Indians may
decide the future constitution of India and an interim
Government may be set up at once to carry on the
administration of British India until such time as a
new Constitution can be brought into being. We have
endeavoured to be just to the smaller as well as to the
larger sections of the people; and to recommend a
solution which will lead to a practicable way of gov-
erning the India of the future, and will give a sound
basis for defence and a good opportunity for progress
in the social, political and economic field.
4.   It* is not intended in this statement to review
the voluminous evidence that has been submitted to
the Mission; but it is right that we should sta.te that
it has shown an almost universal desire, outside the
supporters of the Muslim  League for  the  unity  of
India.
5.   This consideration did not, however, deter us
from examining closely and impartially the possibility
of a partition of India; since we were greatly impressed
by the very genuine and acute anxiety of the Mus-
lims lest they should find themselves subjected to a
perpetual Hindu-majority rule. -This feeling has be-
come so strong and widespread amongst the Muslims
that it cannot be allayed by mere paper safeguards.
If there is to be internal peace in India it must be
secured by measures which will assure to the Muslims
a control in all matters vital to their culture, religion,
and economic or other interests.
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